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Willie Nelson, 2015 Recipient of
The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song
With a career that spans six decades, Willie Nelson’s music pushes genre boundaries and his lyrics give voice to America’s heartland. He put his imprint forever on country music and introduced it to new audiences by expanding music’s avenues in the ‘70s to create “outlaw country.” He has continually broadened his musical language, crossing into jazz, blues, folk, rock and Latin styles. A guitar virtuoso with a unique voice, Nelson is an artist whose work continues to inspire new musicians of diverse genres. 

With 200-plus recordings, this iconic Texan is the creative genius behind the historic albums Shotgun Willie, Red Headed Stranger and Stardust. He is also the songwriter of many country-music standards, including “Crazy,” “Hello Walls” and “Funny How Time Slips Away.” Nelson has earned numerous awards as a musician and earned extensive credentials as an author, actor and activist. He continues to thrive as a relevant and progressive musical and cultural force. In June, he released a new collaboration with Merle Haggard, Django and Jimmie, which debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Country Album chart and in the Top 10 (No. 7) on the Billboard 200 Bestselling Albums chart. 

In the last five years he has delivered nine other new releases, one of which received a Grammy Award nomination; released a New York Times best seller; graced the cover of Rolling Stone magazine; headlined Farm Aid — an event he co-founded in 1985 — and received his 5th-degree black belt in Gongkwon Yusul. In 2013, Nelson released Let’s Face The Music and Dance, an album of pop-country repertoire classics performed with patented ease by Nelson and Family — his long-time touring and recording ensemble — and To All The Girls…, which features 18 duets with music’s top female singers. In 2014, he released Band of Brothers, a 14-track studio album of new recordings that debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s Country Album chart and at No. 5 on Billboard’s Top 200 Album chart.

Additional Performing Artists

Edie Brickell
Following the multi-platinum success of her debut album with New Bohemians in 1988, Shooting Rubberbands at the Stars, and then Ghost of a Dog, Brickell settled down and delighted in the privilege of being a stay-at-home mom. She has since written and recorded albums produced by guitar hero Charlie Sexton and with The Gaddabouts, a collaboration with legendaries Steve Gadd, Andy Fairweather Low and Pino Palladino. And she still loves to play and record with her old friends in New Bohemians. Additionally, Brickell began her Song of the Day project in April 2012, writing and posting a song — which she recorded live into her phone — to her website daily for two years. Brickell’s most recent work, a rootsy, 13-track collaboration with Steve Martin titled Love Has Come For You, was released to widespread acclaim. The title track won the Grammy Award for Best American Roots Song. Combining Martin’s five-string banjo work with Brickell’s distinctive, slightly Southern-sounding vocals, it is this success that led Brickell and Martin to collaborate yet again, this time on the musical Bright Star.

Leon Bridges
Forth Worth, Texas native and Columbia Records artist Leon Bridges released his debut album Coming Home in June of 2015 to critical and public acclaim. Following the October 2014 release of two tunes that set the online world aflame, and intimate solo shows from London to Los Angeles and Nashville to New York, the singer/songwriter has proved himself a rare talent who can do smoldering ballads and elemental rock ‘n’ roll with equal aplomb. With a few early compositions tucked under his belt, a seeming dichotomy surfaced: Bridges’ tunes sounded less like the modern R&B he’d grown up loving than a style he was, in fact, not very familiar with: classic soul. He began a tenderfoot period of apprenticeship playing coffeehouses in and around Fort Worth, slowly finding and refining his voice. A turning point soon came via a pair of selvedge trousers. One night at an Austin bar, Bridges was approached by a young woman who complimented him on his snazzy Wranglers and said that he should meet her boyfriend, a fellow with a comparable sense of style. Her boyfriend turned out to be Austin Jenkins of the band White Denim. After Jenkins and his bandmate Joshua Block saw Bridges perform at a low-key local show, they insisted that he cut a few tracks on their burgeoning bank of vintage equipment. That initial three-day session, with Jenkins and Block producing, yielded the recordings that set Bridges at the center of attention from aficionados and labels alike. The buttery, seductive “Coming Home” and the piston-driven, doo-wop flavored “Better Man” demonstrated Bridges’ versatility. The early 2015 release of another new song, “Lisa Sawyer,” has further burnished Bridges’ promise. “I’m not saying I can hold a candle to any soul musician from the ‘50s and ‘60s,” Bridges says, “but I want to carry the torch.”

Rosanne Cash
One of the country’s pre-eminent singer/songwriters, Rosanne Cash has released 15 albums of extraordinary songs that have earned four Grammy Awards and nominations for 11 more, as well as 21 Top 40 hits, including 11 No. 1 singles. She is also an author whose four books include the best-selling memoir Composed, which the Chicago Tribune called “one of the best accounts of an American life you’ll likely ever read.” Her essays have appeared in The New York Times, Rolling Stone, Oxford-American, The Nation and many more print and online publications. In recent seasons, Cash has given concerts at the Spoleto Festival, Toronto’s Luminato Festival and New Haven’s Festival of Arts and Ideas, and partnered in programming collaborations with the Minnesota Orchestra, Lincoln Center and San Francisco Jazz. She completed a residency at the Library of Congress in December 2013. 

Cash’s 2009 album The List won the Americana Music Album of the Year award. She was given the AFTRA Lifetime Achievement award for Sound Recordings in 2012 and received the 2014 Smithsonian Ingenuity Award in the Performing Arts. Earlier this year she was chosen as a Perspective Series artist at Carnegie Hall and will host four concerts (including a major show of her own in February) in their 2015/16 season. 

The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville has selected Cash as their artist in residence for 2015. She performed three concerts there in September, and on October 11 of this year, she was inducted into the Nashville Songwriters’ Hall of Fame. 

In her latest release The River and the Thread, a collaboration with husband/co-writer/producer and arranger John Leventhal, Cash evokes a kaleidoscopic examination of the geographic, emotional, musical and historic landscape of the American South. The album has received impressive worldwide acclaim, attaining the highest debut in the Billboard charts of any of her albums, and receiving three Grammy Awards earlier this year.

Ana Gabriel
Ana Gabriel, born Maria Guadalupe Araujo Yong, is a Mexican singer and songwriter from Guamuchil, Mexico. Throughout her long and prestigious career, Gabriel has released more than 30 albums in different genres including Latin pop, ranchero and banda, and sold more than 35 million copies worldwide.

Gabriel has released twenty studio albums, three live albums, and 15 compilation albums. Three Gabriel albums reached No. 1 on the Billboard Latin Pop Albums chart, and seven singles reached No. 1 on the Billboard Latin Songs chart, including “Ay Amor,” “Es Demasiado Tarde,” and “Quién Como Tú.” Her work has earned her numerous awards and accolades, including a Grammy Award nomination, four Latin Grammy Award nominations, 13 Lo Nuestro Awards, as well as awards from the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers.

Her first big opportunity with a multinational record company came on July 4, 1984, when she signed with Sony Music (then CBS). Her sultry, sensual and raspy voice was what distinguished her unique style among her peers. In 1984 her first studio album Un Estilo was released, and from then on, Gabriel has released almost an album per year including three live recordings. A versatile singer, Gabriel has showcased her talent as an interpreter of many different musical styles, from ballad to lambada, mariachi and pop music. She has also honed her skills as a songwriter and producer in the vast majority of her records. A unique blend of styles and genres is reflected in many of her songs, and her lyrics are usually described as strong, powerful and filled with emotion. Gabriel has scored many number one hits in her career, but she has also sung in duets alongside renowned names such as Vicente Fernández, José Feliciano, and Placido Domingo, among many others.

This year, the Hispanic Heritage Award Committee is honoring Ana Gabriel with the Lifetime Achievement Award for her musical trajectory and her invaluable contributions to the arts community.

Don Johnson, Host
Don Johnson is an award-winning television, film and stage actor best known for his iconic roles on the popular TV shows Miami Vice and Nash Bridges. Johnson’s work in Miami Vice earned him an Emmy Award nomination for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Drama Series in 1985 and a Golden Globe for Best Performance by an Actor in a Television Series in 1986. It was during this time that he met Willie Nelson, who sang background vocals on one of his tracks on his successful Heartbeat album. Nelson guest-starred on both Miami Vice and Nash Bridges, forging a long-time friendship that led to Johnson joining Nelson at Farm Aid in 1997.

During the run of Miami Vice, Johnson starred in the telefilm Long Hot Summer, and the feature 
Sweethearts Dance. When Vice ended, he went on to a film career that included The Hot Spot and Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man. During his career he has had the opportunity to work with such filmmakers as John Frankenheimer, Sidney Lumet and Dennis Hopper. 

Johnson also co-wrote a two-hour movie with neighbor Hunter S. Thompson, and while the 
movie was not picked up, CBS bought the story, and in 1996 Johnson returned to television to 
produce and star in the hit TV series Nash Bridges, which ran for six seasons.

Other recent film credits for Johnson include Quentin Tarantino’s Django Unchained; Cold in July opposite Sam Shepard and Michael C. Hall; and 20th Century Fox’s The Other Woman opposite Cameron Diaz. 

Johnson has earned added distinction as a songwriter. He co-wrote songs with Gregg Allman 
and Dickey Betts of The Allman Brothers for their 1979 album Enlightened Rogues. He released his own albums in 1986 (Heartbeat), 1989 (Let It Roll) and 1997 (The Essential), the first with a title track that made the Billboard Hot 100 singles chart. 

He currently executive produces the ABC series Blood and Oil, starring as oil tycoon Hap Briggs.

Jamey Johnson
Truth and tradition. These nonnegotiable principles serve as thebedrock of the music of 11-timeGrammy Award-nominated singer-songwriter Jamey Johnson, who is “one of the greatest country singers of our time,” according to The Washington Post.

The honesty of his timeless voice and soul-baring songs — from “In Color” and “High Cost of Living” to “That’s Why I Write Songs,” “Poor Man Blues” and “Can’t Cash My Checks” —serves as a beacon for what matters most in music and in life. He has received tremendous praise from The New York Times, Rolling Stone, The Wall Street Journal and other publications, many of which have hailed his albums as masterpieces. The Nashville Scene has twice named Johnson’s albums as the year’s best album in its annual Country Music Critics’ Poll. In 2011, it also named him artist of the year, best male vocalist and best songwriter.

His influential 2008 album, That Lonesome Song, was certified platinum for 1 million in sales, and his innovative 2010 double album, The Guitar Song, which debuted at No. 1 on the country album charts, received a gold certification. In 2012, he released a Grammy Award-nominated project honoring one of his heroes, Living for a Song: A Tribute to Hank Cochran, that paired him with Willie Nelson, Alison Krauss, Emmylou Harris, Ray Price, Elvis Costello, George Strait, Vince Gill and Merle Haggard. 

Like many of his idols, Johnson is also recognized as one of the most powerful and prolific songwriters of his generation. He is one of only a few people in the history of country music to win two Song of the Year Awards — for “Give It Away” and “In Color” — from the Academy of Country Music and the Country Music Association. He has written singles for George Strait, Trace Adkins, James Otto, Joe Nichols and others. In 2014, he took a significant step in independence and creative freedom by launching his own label, Big Gassed Records. He has since released a holiday EP, The Christmas Song, and the songs “Alabama Pines” and “You Can.”

Alison Krauss
Alison Krauss is a bluegrass virtuoso who effortlessly bridges the gap between roots music and country, rock and pop. A highly sought-after collaborator, Krauss has worked with some of the biggest names in popular music, including James Taylor, Phish, Dolly Parton, Yo Yo Ma and Bonnie Raitt. Since signing with Rounder Records at the age of 14, Krauss has sold more than 12 million albums and won 27 Grammy Awards, the most for any female and the second most for any recording artist in Grammy history. Her work on such films as Cold Mountain and O Brother Where Art Thou has contributed immeasurably to a renaissance in American roots music. Her latest album — recorded with her longstanding bandmates, Union Station — is the endlessly impressive Paper Airplane, which debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Country, Bluegrass and Folk Album charts upon its release.

Cyndi Lauper 
Composer and lyricist Lauper is a Grammy, Emmy and Tony Award-winning (for her Kinky Boots score) artist who, after 30 sterling years and global record sales in excess of 50 million albums, has proven that she has the heart and soul to keep her legion of fans enthralled by her every creative move. With her first album, She’s So Unusual, Lauper won a Grammy Award for Best New Artist and became the first female in history to have four top-five singles from a debut album. 

Since then, Lauper has released ten additional studio albums and was recently inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame. Overall during her storied music career Lauper has been nominated for 15 Grammy Awards, two American Music Awards, seven American Video Awards and 18 MTV Awards. She recently captured her journey through music and life in her New York Times best-selling autobiography, Cyndi Lauper: A Memoir. As an actress, Lauper made her Broadway debut in The Threepenny Opera alongside Alan Cumming in 2006. She has appeared in numerous television shows, including Mad About You (Emmy Award) and Bones, and films including The Opportunist with Christopher Walken, Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, Life With Mikey, Off and Running and Vibes. Lauper also continues her philanthropic work through her foundation, the True Colors Fund. 

Raul Malo of the Mavericks
The world has too much strife, racial and social divides being fed 24/7; it’s non-stop. It turns normal, loving people into brainwashed zombies who can’t come together. Maybe it’s the hopeless romantic in me, but I’d like to make a place where all people can come together,” muses Raul Malo. It sounds like lofty “hippie speak,” something the Grammy Award winner jokes about, but Malo, the son of Cuban immigrants, believes in bringing people together, often in the name of good times and great music — the most universal language of all.

Malo is the incomparable frontman of the genre-defying band The Mavericks and the sole writerof many of their songs. From their earliest shows playing the punk clubs on Miami Beach nearly three decades ago, these musical comrades have had a skill for getting people to groove. Drawing on a mix of classic country, cow-punk and standards, they bring to the world rhythmic fervor and Latin machismo, along with Malo’s lush baritone. Their raucous sound broke ground with hits like “Here Comes the Rain,” “Crying Shame” and “All You Ever Do Is Bring Me Down.” After many years, multiple gold and platinum albums, world tours, breakups and reformations, The Mavericks’ critically-acclaimed In Time (2013) re-introduced music lovers to their exquisite melting pot of music. “Known for the risky marriage of island rhythms, Latin horn riffs, and traditional country — the unique sonic references of first-generation Cuban immigrants tethered to dyed-in-the-wool Americana — Malo and his seven musicians push those bonds further into a sound that is generally buoyantly delightful,” praises Billboard. With the 2015 release of Mono (The Valory Music Co.), The Mavericks find themselves making the most relevant music of their career and sharing it across the globe on their Mono Mundo Tour. Malo’s songwriting throughout builds on the compositional craftsmanship of early 20th-century elegance yet demonstrates his skill for penning progressive and timeless songs. “The flawless dynamics of the band remain in sync with the songs and Malo’s emotional, explosive vocals …” touts Vintage Guitar, while NPR ponders, “Their weapons are consummate skill, the clarion charisma of singer Raul Malo, and the wisdom to know that fun is what wins in the end.”

Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real
When Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real play, it is exciting, visceral and — above all — real. They have come a long way since releasing their debut EP Brando’s Paradise in 2010, which sent them on a trajectory of non-stop touring and recording. The band has released six CDs in five years, including 2010’s debut full-length Promise of the Real, Wasted in 2012, a live album Live Endings in 2012, and a free collection of demos I Ain’t Mad Anymore in 2013. They have also headlined their own tours and performed at such notable events as Farm Aid, Bridge School Benefit, SXSW, Lollapalooza, Stagecoach, Gathering of the Vibes Festival, Willie Nelson’s Country Throwdown, Kid Rock’s Chillin’ the Most Cruise, iTunes Festival, Harvest the Hope benefit, and much more. The band has also ccomplished something no other self-released indie band has done — landed every major late night show, including Late Show with David Letterman, Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Conan, Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, and Jimmy Kimmel Live. No Depression magazine noted, “With a unique voice and gift for penning timely socially conscious lyrics stretched over muscular guitar riffs, Lukas Nelson is earningnot only fans, but heaps of critical praise as well.”

In 2014, the band released three new songs, “Lil Girl,” which is featured in the new movie Dumb and Dumber To, “Living it Up,” and “Find Yourself,” all from the band’s 2013 Love Yourself recording sessions in Topanga Canyon, California. They also scored their first film Satellite Beach, a short directed by brothers Luke Wilson (Old School, The Royal  Tenenbaums, Idiocracy) and Andrew Wilson (Rushmore, The Royal Tenenbaums, Hall Pass), which won the coveted Bruce Corwin Award at the 29th Annual Santa Barbara International Film Festival. In addition to recording with Neil Young, they are currently finishing production on a new album.


Micah Nelson
Coming from a lineage of musical and cultural pioneers, Nelson grew up touring with his father Willie Nelson and his brother Lukas Nelson, and has always been surrounded with vibrant and authentic creative spirits. Both a talented visionary artist and iconoclastic musician, he has performed on shows like Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel, and at events like SXSW, FarmAid, Red Rocks Amphitheatre, and Neil Young’s Bridge-School Benefit. He has showcased his artwork and music in countless other venues, spanning the creative spectrum. From his involvement in the psych-punk-orchestra Insects vs. Robots, his live performance-painting and multi-instrumental contributions to the band POTR with his brother Lukas, to his cymatic visualizations of dancing water molecules, idiosyncratic charango performance, and  singing/songwriting/guitar playing with his neo-psych-folk-rock band Pårticle Kid, Micah is constantly exploring the symbiosis of light/sound/vibration, striving to discover new emotions through various forms of expression, and seeking to touch the outer reaches of the synesthetic experience.

Paul Simon
During his distinguished career, Paul Simon has been the recipient of many honors and awards. He is a 12-time Grammy Award winner and was twice inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame, both as a member of Simon & Garfunkel and as a solo artist. He is also a member of the Songwriters Hall of Fame and his song, “Mrs. Robinson,” from the film The Graduate, was named in the Top 10 of the American Film Institute’s “100 Years, 100 Songs.”

Simon was a recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors in 2002 and was named one of Time magazine’s “100 People Who Shape Our World” in 2006. He was awarded the inaugural Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song and is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Of Simon’s many concert appearances, he is most fond of the two concerts in Central Park in New York (with his partner and childhood friend Art Garfunkel in 1981 and as a solo artist in 1991) and the series of shows he did at the invitation of Nelson Mandela, making him the first American artist to perform in post-apartheid South Africa. Simon’s 1998 performance in center field at Yankee Stadium to celebrate the unveiling of Joe DiMaggio’s monument is a treasured memory for this lifelong Yankees fan.

His philanthropic works include the co-founding, in 1987, of the Children’s Health Fund (CHF) with Dr. Irwin Redlener. CHF donates and staffs mobile medical vans that bring health care to poor and indigent children in urban and rural locations around the United States. He performs many concerts annually for numerous charities and humanitarian organizations including Autism Speaks, The Nature Conservancy, CURE/Citizens United for Research in Epilepsy and Joe Torre’s Safe At Home Foundation, to name but a few.

Neil Young
The incomparable Neil Young has risen to prominence as a musician, filmmaker, producer, director, author, activist, humanitarian and visionary, and has helped advance the formats and technology with which we listen to music.

Young’s recording career began with The Squires in Winnipeg, Canada in 1963. After moving to Los Angeles in the mid-’60s to find success with the band Buffalo Springfield, Young turned to a solo career with a stream of classic albums including 1970’s After the Gold Rush and 1972’s Harvest.

Young has earned numerous accolades, including an Academy Award nomination, induction into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame, and two inductions into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame for his solo work and as a member of Buffalo Springfield. In 2010 and 2011, he won two Grammy Awards, and in 2010 he received the Grammy’s MusiCares Person of the Year Award for his artistic and philanthropic accomplishments. In 2013, Neil Young & Crazy Horse were nominated for a Grammy Award for Best Rock Album for Psychedelic Pill, released by Reprise Records.

Young has a passion for visual media, and has directed and released films through his production company Shakey Pictures. His filmography includes Rust Never Sleeps (1979) and the documentary CSNY/Déjà vu (2008). In June 2012, Sony Pictures Classics released Journeys, Jonathan Demme’s third film documenting Young’s career (following Heart of Gold and Trunk Show).

Young’s philanthropy is as renowned as his music. He was one of the original founders of Farm Aid in 1985 and continues today to be a passionate and informed member of its board of directors. Each October, he hosts the Bridge School Concerts to benefit The Bridge School, a facility the Youngs helped found to support children with severe speech and physical impairments in achieving full participation in their communities through assistive technology and innovative educational strategies. These weekend concerts have drawn an international array of musical artists and have raised significant resources for the school. Most recently Young has become the founder of Pono Music. Pono is the result of Young’s determination to bring high-resolution music — as good as musicians experience it in the studio — to music lovers around the world. He continues to lead the team of musicians, engineers and other experts who helped him create the PonoPlayer and PonoMusic Store.

Young remains an indefatigable recording and touring artist. He is currently on tour supporting his latest album, The Monsanto Years by Neil Young & Promise of the Real, released on June 29, 2015.

Buckwheat  Zydeco
American musical legend Stanley “Buckwheat” Dural Jr. (a.k.a. Buckwheat Zydeco) is the pre-eminent ambassador of Louisiana’s zydeco music.

If you’ve gotten into zydeco music, felt its influence, or watched the world celebrate this great aspect of Louisiana culture over the past 30+ years, it’s likely because of Buckwheat Zydeco. Many millions witnessed the excitement when Jimmy Fallon chose him to open the final episode of Late Night with Jimmy Fallon. The song they played, “On a Night Like This,” was the title track of Buckwheat Zydeco’s groundbreaking first Island Records album and was responsible for bringing the unique sound of zydeco into the musical mainstream in 1987. It was also the first major label zydeco record and a Grammy Award nominee. No other zydeco artist has come close to selling as many records or exposing the music to more people around the world. He and his band claim the three largest selling zydeco albums of all time.

Over the course of Buckwheat Zydeco’s career, Buck has gigged or recorded with everyone from Eric Clapton, Keith Richards, and U2 to The Boston Pops. The band performed at the closing ceremonies of the 1996 Summer Olympics to a worldwide audience of three billion people. Buckwheat Zydeco performed at both of President Clinton’s inaugurals. National television appearances include PBS’s Paul Simon The Library of Concert Gershwin Prize concert, where Buck performed with Lyle Lovett; sitting in with Paul Shaffer on The Late Show with David Letterman (and playing “Hot Tamale Baby” for Martha Stewart); and feting Ozzy Osbourne, among others, at VH-1’s Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. Buck was profiled in a feature by Scott Simon on National Public Radio’s Weekend Edition Saturday. The band has appeared six times on Letterman, and on CNN, The Today Show, MTV, NBC News, CBS Morning News and many other programs.

The band celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2009 and capped it with the release of the Grammy Award-winning Alligator CD, Lay Your Burden Down. In February 2010 the album was awarded Best Zydeco or Cajun Music Album. Buckwheat Zydeco had been nominated four previous times in three different categories. This was the band’s first Grammy Award win. Moving in yet another new direction for zydeco music, Buckwheat Zydeco is featured on their own YouTube channel, Buckwheat’s World. The series showcases musical performances and presents slices-of-life footage of Buck, the band and friends doing what they do in everyday life in Southwest Louisiana. New episodes are posted regularly.

