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American Masters
Woody Allen: A Documentary
Woody Allen Biography
Woody Allen, born December 1, 1935, in Brooklyn, New York, is a world-renowned comedian, motion picture writer/director, playwright, actor, essayist, and musician.

Midnight in Paris (2011), Woody Allen’s most recent and much celebrated work, marks his 41st film as writer/director, in 41 years — an unprecedented output for a contemporary American filmmaker, who’s also starred in more than half these films.

Allen began his career as a joke writer for columnists and comedians, eventually writing for The Sid Caesar Show while still in his early 20s, before embarking on a career as a stand-up comic at 24. His success on television and the nightclub stage brought him an offer to write the screenplay for the 1965 comedy hit What’s New Pussycat? Despite the film’s resounding financial success, the experience of seeing his script mangled in the hands of others led him to vow always to direct and maintain complete control of his work — a precedent which he has maintained for more than four decades.

Allen’s earliest films, which include Take the Money and Run, Bananas, Sleeper, and Love and Death, brought him a devoted niche following, the respect of top critics, and a tidy profit for his investors. His breakout success with 1977’s Annie Hall would garner four Academy Awards, for Best Picture, Best Direction, Best Screenplay, and Best Actress (for Diane Keaton). This sort of Oscar sweep for a comedy had not been seen since Frank Capra’s It Happened One Night, almost half a century earlier, and has not been repeated since. He would follow this success with the stark drama Interiors, the universally beloved Manhattan, and the ambitious and divisive Stardust Memories.

Since then, Allen’s prolific output has illustrated his inability to be pigeonholed, as he’s covered comedy, drama and everything in-between, with an output that includes Zelig, Broadway Danny Rose, The Purple Rose of Cairo, Hannah and Her Sisters, Radio Days, Another Woman, Crimes and Misdemeanors, Husbands and Wives, Bullets Over Broadway, Mighty Aphrodite, Deconstructing Harry, Sweet and Lowdown, Match Point, Vicky Cristina Barcelona, and Midnight in Paris.

Although he’s notoriously uneasy with the concept of awards, Allen holds a record number of Oscar nominations for Best Screenplay (14, including 2 wins). He’s garnered 6 directing nominations, and his performers have earned 16 Best Actor/Actress nominations, including 6 wins. He’s also the recipient of 7 BAFTA Awards, two César Awards, and numerous others from almost every country in Europe and around the world, including Lifetime Achievement Awards from the DGA, the WGA, and the Venice and Cannes Film Festivals.

Allen’s casual pieces for the prestigious The New Yorker magazine have been collected and published as bestselling books all over the world. He continues to play clarinet with his New Orleans-style jazz band every Monday night at the Café Carlyle in New York City and has played to sold-out houses on several European tours.

Allen is currently in production in Rome, Italy, filming his 42nd film as writer/director and his first as an actor in five years.
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