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American Masters
Woody Allen: A Documentary
Production Biographies
Robert Weide
Director, Writer, Producer and Co-editor
Robert Weide started his career in 1982 as producer of The Marx Brothers in a Nutshell, a documentary tribute which was one of the most-watched programs on PBS that season. He went on to produce and direct The Great Standups: Sixty Years of Laughter for HBO; write and direct Mort Sahl: The Loyal Opposition, which premiered on PBS’ American Masters; and, in 1986, receive the national primetime Emmy Award for W. C. Fields Straight Up, honored as the year’s Outstanding Informational Special.

In 1992, Weide executive produced Larry Gelbart’s critically acclaimed political satire Mastergate and Rick Reynolds’ one-man confessional, Only the Truth Is Funny, both for the Showtime Network. He has also produced the HBO specials But Seriously, Folks and The Lost Minutes of Billy Crystal.

1996 saw the release of Weide’s first feature film as writer/producer, Mother Night, based on the novel by Kurt Vonnegut and starring Nick Nolte, John Goodman, Alan Arkin, Sheryl Lee, and Kirsten Dunst. 

In 1998, Weide completed a 12-year labor-of-love, his acclaimed documentary Lenny Bruce: Swear to Tell the Truth. He received an Academy Award nomination for Best Feature Documentary, followed in 1999 with an Emmy Award for the film’s editing and an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Non-Fiction Special. 

In 1999, HBO premiered Weide’s comedy special Larry David: Curb Your Enthusiasm, a faux-documentary chronicling the return to stand-up by Larry David, co-creator of Seinfeld. Weide became the director and executive producer of the spin-off series, Curb Your Enthusiasm, which premiered on HBO in fall 2000 to great acclaim. Curb has run for eight seasons on HBO and is now syndicated the world over. It has gone on to win countless awards, including a Golden Globe for Best Television Comedy Series and the AFI “Comedy Series of the Year.” Weide was nominated for a DGA (Directors Guild of America) Award for Comedy Direction and has received 11 Emmy nominations for the series, winning his third Emmy Award (this time for Comedy Direction) for the Curb episode “Krazee-Eyez Killa.”
2008 saw the release of Weide’s feature directorial debut, How to Lose Friends & Alienate People, a British production starring Simon Pegg, Kirsten Dunst, Jeff Bridges, Gillian Anderson, Danny Huston, and Megan Fox. The film opened in the #1 spot in the U.K. and remained a Top 10 box office performer for a month.

American Masters – Woody Allen: A Documentary marks Weide’s return to documentaries after a 13-year absence.

Susan Lacy 

Series Creator and Executive Producer

Susan Lacy has been an award-winning originator of primetime public television programs since 1979. As the creator and executive producer of American Masters, she has been responsible for the production and national broadcast of more than 160 documentary films about our country’s artistic and cultural giants, those who have made an indelible impact on the American landscape. Now celebrating its 25th season on PBS, American Masters has garnered unprecedented awards and is consistently recognized by television critics as “the best biographical series ever to appear on American television.”

In addition to her executive producing role, Lacy is an award-winning filmmaker. Her 2004 Judy Garland: By Myself earned her an Emmy award for writing and an Emmy nomination for directing.  She wrote, directed and produced Joni Mitchell: Woman of Heart and Mind (IDA nomination for Outstanding Documentary) and Leonard Bernstein: Reaching for the Note (Emmy award and DGA nomination).  She produced the Peabody award-winning Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, directed and produced Rod Serling: Submitted for Your Approval, and directed and produced Lena Horne: In Her Own Voice – all for American Masters. She recently produced LENNONYC, a film exploring John Lennon’s life in New York City, and is currently directing a film on David Geffen.

Under her leadership, American Masters received the Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2008, 2009 and 2011 as well as 15 other Primetime Emmy awards – 5 for Outstanding Nonfiction Specials and the other 10 in various craft categories.  In addition to 11 Peabody awards for John Hammond: From Bessie Smith to Bruce Springsteen, Unknown Chaplin, Buster Keaton: A Hard Act to Follow, Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, Alexander Calder, F. Scott Fitzgerald: Winter Dreams, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film, Jerome Robbins: Something to Dance About, LENNONYC, and A Letter to Elia, she received Grammy awards for Lou Reed: Rock and Roll Heart, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, and When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors, 33 additional Emmy nominations, an Academy Award and four nominations. 
Lacy’s career in public television began in 1979, as deputy director of performance programs at Thirteen/WNET New York.  She was senior program executive for Great Performances and worked as director of program development with The American Playhouse, where she was a founding member.  Lacy then ran the East Coast office of Robert Redford’s Sundance Institute from 1984 to 1987.  She was a consulting producer at Time-Life Video during the launch of Time-Warner’s new initiatives in long-form documentary production.  Lacy also led programs at both the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  

Lacy was one of the select 2005 honorees at the Museum of Television & Radio’s “She Made It” event, which recognized 50 exceptional women who have created and informed the genre, and a 2008 Washington, DC Women of Vision Awards recipient, honoring those in film and video who inspire and mentor. She was again honored in Washington, DC in 2010 as the recipient of the Cine Golden Eagle Lifetime Achievement Award. She serves on the board of governors of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, on the board of the Film Forum and is a trustee of the Independent Documentary Association.  Lacy is a member of the Directors Guild of America, the Writers Guild of America, the Independent Features Project and New York Women in Film & Television. 

Lacy has a BA in American Studies from the University of Virginia, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and an MA in American Studies from George Washington University.  She was a Graduate Teaching Fellow, a Smithsonian Fellow and completed a residency at the American Academy in Rome.  In 1994, she was awarded an honorary doctorate from Long Island University and in 1996, she was named Distinguished Alumnus of the Year at Mary Washington College, the women’s college of the University of Virginia.
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